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The St. Albans Messenger wants to publish community 
stories and photos of firefighter Steve Lapierre  for our 
Valor on Call supplement in July.  If you have something 
to share, please submit your words or photos to 
michelle@samessenger.com by Friday, July 8th.
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Loans offered to Burke, 
Jay Peak subcontrators
By ANNE GALLOWAY
VTDigger.org

Two lending agencies are 
offering a special loan 

program for the building 
subcontractors who have 
not been paid for work at 
Jay Peak and Burke Moun-
tain ski areas.
 About $4.6 million is 
owed to subcontractors that 
worked at the two resorts, 
according to documents 
filed with the U.S. District 
Court of  Southern Florida.
 Vermont Economic 
Development Authority and 
the Northern Community 
Investment Corporation 
have teamed up to give sub-
contractors access to work-
ing capital for up to a six 
year period, according to 
a press release. Loans are 
available immediately. The 
first year is interest only 
at a rate of  4 percent. The 
maximum amount that can 
be borrowed is $500,000.
 The Jay/Burke 
Contractor Assistance 
Loan Program is funded 
through VEDA’s small busi-
ness loan program. No state 
funding will be used.
 Jon Freeman, president 
of  NCIC, says the two lend-
ers will consider the needs 
of  each business on a case-
by-case basis. “We support 
the situation,” Freeman 
said. “The main thing is to 
keep employment levels up 
and get businesses through 
this challenging time.”
 Freeman said NCIC 
and VEDA will look at the 
financial history, collateral 
and future prospects for 
the businesses. “Naturally, 
businesses don’t want to 
take on debt if  it’s not need-
ed,” Freeman said. “If  they 
do, we’re here to help.”
 A federal court judge has 

approved a motion to pro-
tect the lien rights of  18 
subcontractors who worked 
on the Stateside condos at 
Jay Peak and 28 subcon-
tractors who completed 
construction at Burke 
Hotel. DEW Construction 
was the general contractor 
for the Stateside project 
and PeakCM was the gener-
al contractor for the Burke 
Hotel.
 One of  the contractors is 
owed nearly $800,000. The 
rest of  the unpaid invoic-
es are under $500,000, and 
most are between $20,000 
and $200,000. 
 DEW and Stateside subs 
walked off  the job last sum-
mer for lack of  payment, 
and the subcontractors 
at Burke have gone with-
out pay for more than six 
months.
 They won’t be repaid any-
time soon. The Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
has charged Ariel Quiros 
and Bill Stenger, the devel-
opers of  the two resorts, 
with misusing $200 million 
in EB-5 immigrant inves-
tor funds. The state also 

has a lawsuit pending, and 
the matter is under crimi-
nal investigation by the 
Vermont U.S. Attorney.
 Payments for the con-
tractors are now tied up in 
federal court proceedings 
and the SEC receivership, 
which could take several 
years to resolve.

 Pat Moulton, the sec-
retary of  the Agency of  
Commerce and Community 
Development, came up with 
the idea of  an emergency 
loan program and asked 
Jo Bradley, president of  
VEDA, if  they could figure 
out a partnership to sup-
port unpaid subcontrac-
tors. Many of  the compa-
nies are in “tough shape” 
and “$500,000 is a lot of  
money to carry.”
 “My hope is that these 
subs who are owed as much 
as $500,000 to $800,000 will 
get working capital to assist 
with cash flow until such 
time as the receiver can fig-
ure out the full liquidation 
of  assets and those with 
liens can be paid in full,” 
Moulton said.
 “This is borrowing, and 
that’s not ideal, but it will 
hopefully ease the cash flow 
burden until they are paid,” 
Moulton said.

The Jay Hotel and waterpark enterance are seen in this 
April, 2016 Messenger file photo

Jay Peak opens 
aerial tram 
after inspection 
 JAY (AP) — A Vermont 
ski resort’s iconic aerial 
tram has reopened for the 
summer.
 Jay Peak’s aerial tram 
started operating Saturday 
after passing a recent 
multi-day safety inspection 
and evacuation drill. It will 
run seven days a week.
 A hairline crack had 
been found in one of  the 
arms holding the cabins to 
the cable on the last day of  
inspection. That part has 
since been replaced.
 The resort was ordered 
to close until it could com-
plete repairs. It recently 
signed a $5 million contract 
with a lift manufacturer to 
upgrade the tram’s electri-
cal systems. The installa-
tion will begin next spring.
 The money for the 
upgrades wasn’t imme-
diately available follow-
ing allegations from the 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission accusing the 
resort’s owner and CEO of  
misusing millions raised 
through an EB-5 program.

Chittenden Co. 
officials push for 
new housing units 
 SOUTH BURLINGTON 
(AP) — Community leaders 
in Vermont’s most popu-
lous county are hoping to 
alleviate a housing short-
age by helping to build 3,500 
homes in the area over the 
next five years.
 The “Building Homes 
Together” campaign was 
announced on Monday in 
South Burlington. The com-
munity leaders are prom-
ising to work together to 
bring about the construc-
tion of  the homes.
 Charlie Baker of  

the Chittenden County 
Regional Planning 
Commission says building 
more homes is fundamen-
tal to improving the econo-
my.
 The idea is to concen-
trate new housing in down-
town centers near schools, 
public transit services, 
shopping centers and major 
employers.
 Baker says building 700 
housing units a year that 
are within financial reach 
of  low- and middle-income 
workers will help rectify 
the housing imbalance.

Okemo Mountain 
penalized over
EB-5 project
 LUDLOW (AP) — 
Statements made in a finan-
cial prospectus to investors 
have brought regulatory 
penalties against a for-
eign investor-funded proj-
ect at the base of  Okemo 
Mountain Resort.
 The state Department of  
Financial Regulation has 
stripped the “SouthFace 
Village at Okemo” project 
of  its ability to solicit new 
investors.
 The suspension is pend-
ing the creation of  new 
disclosures that more 
accurately reflect the proj-
ect’s risks. The developers 
declined comment.
 Commerce Secretary 
Patricia Moulton said the 
suspension can be a rela-
tively normal action for 
other EB-5 projects. The 
EB-5 federal program 
allows foreign investors 
to obtain U.S. visas if  they 
pledge a minimum $500,000 
investment in job-creating 
projects.
 The more than $200 mil-
lion at Okemo project is 
billed as “the first four-sea-
son luxury home communi-
ty” in more than a decade.

Town to pay 
for police 
at meetings 
 VICTORY (AP) — A 
Vermont sheriff ’s depart-
ment has ended a long-
standing arrangement with 
a town to have law enforce-
ment cover selectboard and 
town meetings at no charge.
 The Essex County 
Sheriff ’s Department sent 
the town of  Victory a notice 
advising them that they 
will be charging an hourly 
rate starting this spring.
 The department offered 
a $35 per hour rate and 

a two-hour minimum 
for meeting coverage in 
Victory. Records show the 
Victory selectboard is in 
favor of  paying the depart-
ment to be at meetings.
 Essex County Sheriff  
Trevor Colby said earlier 
this year he has been send-
ing an officer to meetings 
using public safety funds 
the department uses for 
patrolling anywhere in the 
county.
 Billing for patrols in the 
town is done at the county 
level.’

COLD HOLLOW 
TO CANADA

Culvert design 
crucial for wildlife
By BRIDGET BUTLER
Cold Hollow to Canada Program 
Director
 

ST. ALBANS — When I 
was a kid, I spent a lot of  

time under the road I lived 
on. There were two spots on 
our rural road where the 
kids in the neighborhood 
would meet up on summer 
days; The Big Creek or The 
Little Creek. Both these 
creeks passed under our 
roadway through cement 
box culverts. The Little 
Creek culvert was so small 
that you had to duck to 
pass through as we snuck 
from one side to the other 
barely getting our feet wet 
in the shallow water. The 
Big Creek culvert, how-
ever, was wide and tall. 
Big enough that we could 
stand up underneath it. 
Here, we definitely needed 
our boots to span the creek 
as it passed through and 
then tumbled over a con-
crete ledge to continue it’s 
way out through the farms 
fields. 
 We used the culverts as 
a meeting spot, and, as a 
way to travel secretly from 
one side to another as we 

searched for salamanders 
and crayfish. I remember 
tracking muddy raccoon 
and opossum footprints 
through the mud at the Big 
Creek culvert, and watch-
ing minnows dart back and 
forth in the water where 
the concrete had been 
undermined at its edge. 
Now I look at culverts with 
a more informed adult per-
spective, but I still main-
tain my childhood sense 
of  adventure through my 
work with the WildPaths 
Project. 
 Since April, WildPaths 
volunteers have been help-
ing to ground truth model-
ing done by Vermont Fish & 
Wildlife about wildlife con-
nectivity hotspots. These 
are places where prime ani-
mal habitat is bisected by 
a road, putting drivers and 
animals at risk of  collision. 
Each report that comes 
in from a volunteer notes 
whether there was a bridge 
or culvert near the spot 
where an observation was 
made. While a culvert can 
be a connection point for a 
habitat that has been split 
by a road, some culverts are 

JIM ANDREWS, photo

Culverts like the one seen above in Monkton are used as 
amphibian crossing tunnel. 

® CULVERTS on page 10A


